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Lord Odo Russell was about to proceed to London. Just
before his departure Bismarck invited him to his house and again
impressed upon him his fervent desire to act with England to
establish and maintain European peace. He had read Lord
Derby's note and entirely agreed with it and at the same time
was pleased with Shuvalov's moderate and statesmanlike attitude.
With these two auguries he hoped much from Shuvalov's visit
to Constantinople. Dismissing the remote possibility of Anglo-
Russian conflict in Egypt and on the Persian Gulf, the only two
difficulties were Constantinople and the navigation of the
Dardanelles and the Bosphorus. Bismarck was quite prepared
to support Shuvalov's suggestions that hostilities should cease
and that peace negotiations should begin as soon as possible
after crossing the Danube if a victory were won by Russia
North of the Balkans. Failing victory, if crossing the Balkans
became necessary, Bismarck hoped a further attempt for peace
would be made before reaching Adrianople, for an approach to
Constantinople would indeed render a general war probable.
These considerations led him earnestly to desire that Britain's
warning should be followed up by an occupation of the Dardan-
elles that Russia's advance to Constantinople might be checked
and peace thereby brought nearer. He promised to support
H.M.G. with the utmost German moral influence to keep the
peace. In making peace between Russia and Turkey he would
support any proposals calculated to lead to a lasting pacification.
He did not think the improvement of the lot of the Christians
would afford much difficulty since the subject had been so
recently threshed out at Constantinople, but other conditions
would depend on the result of the war. Neither "Austria nor
Germany would object if Russia claimed Bessarabia, but the
question of the Straits could not be so easily settled with the
other guaranteeing Powers." Above all Germany owing Russia
a great debt would do anything to promote a "cordial and lasting
understanding between England and Russia to which Germany
would become a party/' and he commissioned Russell to try and
bring about "an intimate and lasting alliance between England